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1 . REVIEW OF NEW YORK TIMES AND TIME MAGAZINE DOMESTIC 
EDITION SHOW NO RPT NO NEWS ARTICLES, DEROGATORY OR OTHER- 
WISE, ON SIERRA LEONE SINCE ELECTIONS. WHILE ARTICLE 
COULD BE CONTAINED IN TIME INTERNATIONAL EDITIONS TO WHICH 
EMBASSY PRESUMABLY HAS ACCESS, WE SUSPECT RUMOR ACTUALLY 
REFERS TO LONDON TIMES EDITORIAL OF WHICH EMBASSY IS AWARE 
(FREETOWN 1620). DEPARTMENT HAS POUCHED EMBASSY COPY OF 
EDITORIAL. 

2. ONLY ADVERSE ITEM IN MAJOR NEWSPAPER OF WHICH WE ARE 
AWARE IS LETTER FROM TINGA S. K. SEISAY, FORMER CONSUL 
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GENERAL OF SIERRA LEONE IN NEW YORK, WHICH APPEARED IN 
MAY 20 EDITION OF THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR. LETTER 
IS HEADLINED "TROUBLE IN SIERRE LEONE," AND TEXT FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE IT IS INDEED SAD THAT THE AMERICAN PRESS HAS GIVEN 
HARDLY ANY EXPOSURE TO THE ATROCITIES COMMITTED BY PRESI- 
DENT SIAKA STEVENS' GOVERNMENT AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF 
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SIERRA LEONE, WEST AFRICA. 

SINCE THE BEGINNING OF FEBRUARY, 1977, UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 
AND SCHOOLCHILDREN HAVE BEEN THE FAVORED TARGET OF STEVENS' 
CUBAN-TRAINED INTERNAL SECURITY UNIT; THE NUMBER OF PER- 
SONS KILLED RANGES FROM 60 TO 300 TO DATE. 

ON THE LAST DAY OF IANUARY THIS YEAR, STUDENTS AT THE UNI- 
VERSITY OF SIERRA LEONE STAGED A DEMONSTRATION AT THE 
FOURAH BAY COLLEGE CAMPUS IN THE CAPITAL, FREETOWN. DE- 
MANDING STEVENS' RESIGNATION, FREE ELECTIONS, IOBS, AND 
FOOD. IN RETALIATION INTERNAL SECURITY UNIT TROOPS WERE 
SENT TO THE CAMPUS, AND UNARMED STUDENTS WERE BEATEN AND 
16 WERE MURDERED. 

PROTESTS SPREAD OVER THE CAPITAL WITH SCHOOLCHILDREN DE- 
MONSTRATING. AGAIN INTERNAL SECURITY UNIT FORCES WERE 
CALLED IN, AND AN 8-YEAR OLD SCHOOL BOY WAS AMONG THOSE 
KILLED. 

UNREST HAS SINCE SPREAD OVER THE ENTIRE COUNTRY. IN MID- 
MARCH, STEVENS DECIDED TO "GIVE IN” TO THE STUDENTS' DE- 
MAND FOR ELECTIONS, AND DISSOLVED PARLIAMENT. HIS ONE- 
PARTY STATE ALLOWED TWO OTHER PARTIES TO STAND: THE OLD 
SIERRA LEONE PEOPLE'S PARTY, AND THE DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL 
PARTY, FORMED JUST WEEKS AGO. 

CONSPICUOUSLY ABSENT FROM THE BALLOT WAS THE UNITED DEMO- 
CRATIC PARTY, WHICH WAS BANNED IN 1971, WHEN IT CONSTI 
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TUTED A POWERFUL OPPOSITION TO STEVENS' OWN ALL PEOPLE'S 
CONGRESS. 

GOVERNMENT'S ATTEMPTS TO RIG THE ELCTIONS, HELD ON MAY 6, 
HAVE BROUGHT A FRESH WAVE OF VIOLENCE. "WEST AFRICA" 

(APRIL 24, 1977) REPORTS THAT 45 GOVERNMENT NOMINEES HAVE 
BEEN "RETURNED UNOPPOSED," AND THAT "AT LEAST SEVEN PER- 
SONS WERE KILLED IN KENEMA ON NOMINATION DAY." 

THE SITUATION IS REMINISCENT OF THE "ELECTIONS" IN 1973, 

WHEN HUNDREDS OF VOTERS WERE MASSACRED TO ENSURE THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT WON ALL THE SEATS IN THE HOUSE. 

THE PEOPLE OF SIERRA LEONE ARE SUFFERING UNTOLD HARDSHIPS 
UNDER STEVENS' REGIME: POVERTY AND STARVATION ARE THE 
ORDER OF THE DAY; PEOPLE LIVE IN MORTAL FEAR, SEEING RELA- 
TIVES AND FRIENDS "SIMPLY DISAPPEAR." 

HONORABLE OUTSTANDING MEN HAVE BEEN TRIED BY KANGAROO 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


COURTS AND EXECUTED (AMONG THEM BRIGADIER JOHN A BANGURA, 
BRIGADIER DAVID LANSANA, IBRAHIM TAQI, AND DR. MOHAMED 
FORNA). 

A GROWING NUMBER OF EDUCATORS, ADMINISTRATORS AND POLITI 
CIANS FROM SIERRA LEONE ARE TAKING REFUGE ABROAD. STU- 
DENTS ABROAD, RELATED TO PERSONS "IN TROUBLE,” ARE UNABLE 
TO RETURN FOR FEAR OF RETALIATION BY THE GOVERNMENT. 

IS THIS NOT THE TIME WHEN U.S. GOVERNMENT CONCERN FOR 
HUMAN RIGHTS IS EVIDENT, FOR THE PRESS IN THIS FORTUNATE 
COUNTRY TO EXERCISE THE POWERFUL DETERRENT OF EXPOSING 
THE ATROCITIES COMMITTED BY AN ARMED AND RUTHLESS DICTATOR- 
SHIP AGAINS INNOCENT VICTIMS OF CIRCUMSTANCE? UNQUOTE. 

VANCE 
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